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What Will We Talk About?

1. Legislation Overview

2. Considerations on Getting Involved

3. How to get Involved

2. Impacts of Getting Involved

5. Questions/Discussions
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1. Legislation Overview

m Assessment Act (“AA”) is the central legislation

Property Assessment Review Panel (“PARP”) (Part 4,
AA)

m Property Assessment Appeal Board (“PAAB”) (Part 6,
AA)

m BC Supreme Court stated case (Part 7, AA)
m BC Court of Appeal appeals (Part 7, AA)
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Legislation Overview (Cont.)

A. PARP

A person, the Minister of Finance, the assessment authority, or a local
government may make a complaint against the assessmentsroll (ss. 32(1),
(2), and (3))
m A complaint by a person is limited to an individual entry on the roll;
all other complaints can be againstall or any part of the roll
Value, class or exemption (s. 32(1))

Notice of complaint to be filed no later than January 31 of the year
following (s. 33 (2))

Specific requirements in the notice of complaint (s. 33(3))
Hearing before review panel before March 16 (s. 35 (1))

Before April 7 the assessor must deliver notice of the review panel’s
decision (s. 41(1))
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Legislation Overview (Cont.)

B. PAAB

Section 50 (1)(a) reads:

Appeals to board

50 (1) Subject to the requirements of subsections (2) to (4), a person may appeal to the board if
the personis dissatisfied

(a) with a decision of a review panel

= Grounds of appeal must be withins. 32(1) (s. 50 (2))

= Notice of appeal to be filed no later than April 30 following sitting of
review panel (s. 50(3))

= Specific requirements in the notice of appeal (s. 50 (4))

= PAAB must deliver copies of any notices of appeal to municipality/regional
district (s. 51 (c))

m  PAAB may direct alocal government be added as a party to an appeal (s.
52(2))

= PAAB must issue decision at earliest opportunity after a hearing (s. 61 (1))
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Legislation Overview (Cont.)

C. BC Supreme Court
= Section 65(1) reads:

Appeal of board decision on question of law

65 (1) Subject to subsection (2), a person affected by a decision of the board on appeal, including a local
government, ..., may require the board to refer the decision to the Supreme Court for appeal on a question of
law alone in the form of a stated case.

= “Question of law alone” (s. 65(1))

m 21 days from receiving PAAB decision to deliver written request to state
case to BCSC (s. 65 (2))

= 21 days from receipt of stated case PAAB must file with Court (S. 65(4))

s Compressed hearing/decision dates in s. 65(5) and (6) but not often
followed in reality
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Legislation Overview (Cont.)

D. BC Court of Appeal
m Section 65(9) reads:

65 Appeal of board decision on question of law

(9) An appeal on a question of law lies from a decision of the Supreme Court to the Court of Appeal with leave of a
justice of the Court of Appeal.

m  “Question of law” only and leave required
= In mostcases, 30 days from BCSC decision (get legal advice!!)

YOUNG ANDERSON The Role of Local Governmentin the Assessment Appeal Process

NOTES

YOUNG ANDERSON




ASSESSMENT APPEALS: WHAT IS THE ROLE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS?

2. Getting Involved

Possible Role for Local Governments to be

involved:
m Can bring an m Can join an existing
assessmentappeal assessmentappeal by
directly seeking:

s Party status
m Intervenor status
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Getting Involved (Cont.)

Triggers for Considering Whether to be Involved

m Bringing an Assessment Appeal

[ m Review of Risk to Roll Report from the Assessment Authority

= Get legal and/or appraisal advice

[ = Result of Local Government’s Own Due Diligence

m Consider local events that might affect assessment
= Significant development approvals
= Impact on classification and/or value

= Responding to an Assessment Appeal

= Review of Notice of Complaint/Notice of Appeal/Stated Case
m Get legal and/or appraisal advice
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Getting Involved (Cont.)

Considerations for Getting Involved

s Extent of Impact on Assessment Base

m Could the Assessment Appeal have a Significant Impact on the Local
Government’s Tax Policy?

= Nature of Issues on Appeal

m Is the Impact on the Assessment Base Site Specific or Is the Impact
Broader?

m Is it an issue of assessment methodology that may apply elsewhere
in the local government jurisdiction or in other local governments?

m Do the issues on Appeal Depend Significantly on Local Government
Regulations?

YOUNG ANDERSON The Role of Local Governmentin the Assessment Appeal Process

NOTES

YOUNG ANDERSON



ASSESSMENT APPEALS: WHAT IS THE ROLE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS?

Getting Involved (Cont.)

When to get Involved

= Get Legal and = Generally, Get
Appraisal Advice Involved Early
Early = Long delays can
have dire financial
consequences
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3. How to Get Involved

Several Avenues

s AAs.32(3);s.50(1)(a); s. 65(1) and (9) as already discussed as a
complainant/appellant

= Section 52(2) specifically recognizes unique interest of a local government
in a PAAB appeal — PAAB can add on its own direction

= Local government can apply at PAAB to be added as a party or intervenor

m  Rule 12 of the PAAB’s Rules of Practice and Procedure sets out test to
apply

m At BC Supreme Court stated case or BC Court of Appeal appeal a local
government may seek intervenor status

= Common Law test to be added by the Court
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4. Impacts of Involvement

A. Resolve Through Negotiation (PAAB/BCSC
Stated Case)

Being at the table allows influence in process

Presentation of unigue forms of evidence not available to
Assessment Authority/property owner

Resolutions that create financial certainty/predictability
Allows local government to take its Financial Plan into account

Creates greater understanding/relations with Assessment
Authority/property owners
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Impacts of Involvement (Cont.)

B. Resolve Through Board or Court Proceedings

m CBR Cement Canadian Ltd. v. B.C. (Assessor of Area #01 —
Capital)
m Classification dispute
m Site specific to Colwood

m Significant Increase to tax base

m Assessor of Area #01 — Capital v. Nav Canada
m Valuation methodology dispute

m Broader implications for North Saanich and local
governments nationally
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